
   Avenues of Appeal: The Two Main Routes to the Supreme Court 
 
 SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Almost 30% from 
state courts 

Over 65% come from 
federal courts 

Decisions can be 
appealed if they raise 
a U.S. Constitutional 

question 

50 State Supreme Courts 

  Rulings can be appealed 

11 Circuit Courts of Appeals; 
Court of Appeals for District of 
Columbia and Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit (hears 
tax, patent and international 
trade cases 

Appeals of rulings by district 
courts and decisions by 
independent regulatory 
commissions and administrative 
agencies 

Further appeal for ruling by 
highest court in state 

  Intermediate Appellate Courts 
             
               94 District Courts 
(in all states and District of Columbia)  

    Litigate loses and appeals 

STATE TRIAL COURTS 

 
  Cases involving state law are tried 

                    State Route                    Federal Route 

Cases involving federal law are tried in 
federal district court ** 
**some cases involving reapportionment, civil 
rights disputes or campaign finance go directly 
from district courts to Supreme Court.  
**Appeals from Court of Military Appeals go 
directly to S.Ct. 
**Disputes between states go directly to S. Ct. 


